
Building Resilient Infrastructure and Communities 
(BRIC) & Nature Based Solutions (NBS) 

Nature Based Solutions in FY20 BRIC Selections

BRIC’s FY2020 project allocations solidified the climate-focused initiatives that 

FEMA seeks to accomplish through the BRIC program. 18 of the 22 “Selected for 

Further Review” projects included either  a nature-based solution or green 

infrastructure component. New technologies and engineering advancements have 

made it possible to blend natural or green infrastructure with traditional or grey 

infrastructure; or, in some instances, use natural infrastructure alone.

Nature-based solutions (NBS) are sustainable planning, design, environmental 

management, and engineering practices that weave natural features or processes 

into the built environment to promote climate adaptation and resilience. NBS can 

help reduce the loss of life and property resulting from some of our nation’s most 

common hazards. As future conditions, such as climate change and sea-level rise, 

amplify these hazards, NBS and green infrastructure can help communities adapt 

and thrive.  Listed below are three examples of communities weaving green 

infrastructure into stormwater management and coastal flooding mitigation. 

BRIC 2020

FEMA launched the Inaugural  

BRIC program in fall of 2020. 

This new, nationally-competitive 

program supports states, local 

communities, tribes and 

territories (SLTT’s). The BRIC 

program was developed to 

support communities as they 

build mitigation capacity, 

develop innovative solutions, 

and establish partnerships.  

Through analysis of the BRIC 

2020 adjudicated projects, 

Hagerty experts were able to 

ascertain that FEMA prioritized 

funding projects whose 

communities and states enforced 

building codes as well as those 

which included innovative, 

nature-based solutions in their 

submitted projects. 

18 of 22 Projects 

“selected for further 

review” included nature-

based solutions within their 

project proposals.

$170 Billion USD

Estimated global benefits 

in ecosystem services from 

nature-based solutions 

focused on climate. 

International Union for 

Conservation of Nature 

Municipal Rain Gardens – Cuyahoga Falls, Ohio

Mitigation Measures: Property Acquisition & Rain Gardens

Project Benefits: Reduced flood risk to neighborhood, 

stormwater storage and treatment, recreational opportunities

Green Infrastructure Sites – Kansas City, Missouri

Mitigation Measures: Various green infrastructure interventions 

to manage heat impacts and stormwater runoff

Project Benefits: lower surface and air temperature, reducing 

stormwater runoff, providing natural habitat

Shoreline Restoration – Virginia Point, Texas 

Mitigation Measures: Shoreline, Wetland and Marsh restoration

Project Benefits: Storm protection to property and infrastructure, 

economic benefits associated with fishing, tourism, and 

ecotourism, ecosystem services such as water quality
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To learn more about the 

innovative and customized 

solutions Hagerty can provide 

to your organization, contact:

Selecting A Nature Based Solution Project

Would you like to incorporate green solutions into your community’s mitigation 

strategy, but you do not  know where to start? Hagerty recommends that sub-

applicants engage key stakeholders, including local agencies, non-profits, private 

partners, community organizations in project scoping to identify a community’s 

critical hazard vulnerabilities and begin to design innovative solutions that 

incorporate nature-based approaches in reducing hazard risk. Project scoping funds 

provide  communities with seed funding to collect data and conduct feasibility, 

technical and environmental studies, all necessary to develop competitive and viable 

mitigation projects. The criticality of project scoping funds is gaining traction across 

the country. For communities with limited staff and monetary resources, project 

scoping provides a path to identify hazard risk, design innovative green solutions, 

and ultimately develop competitive, feasible, and cost-effective mitigation solutions. 

WHO IS HAGERTY?

Hagerty Consulting is an  

emergency management 

consulting firm that helps clients 

prepare for and recover from  

disasters. Established in 2001, 

Hagerty’s offices are in 

Evanston, Illinois (corporate  

headquarters), Austin, Texas, 

New York City,  New York, 

Sacramento, California, San 

Juan,  Puerto Rico, and 

Washington, D.C. Hagerty  

professionals live in all 10 FEMA 

regions and  provide a rich 

breadth of emergency 

management experience to 

client assignments.

Tips for Nature Based Solution 
Project Scoping 

• Define hazard to be mitigated 

• Screen for options that fit the local needs and site 

characteristics 

• Prioritize solutions that offer the greatest benefits 

to the community and are eligible, feasible, and 

cost-effective

• Engage Private, Public, & Community Partners 

• Consider FEMA HMA funding priorities

VISIT US ON THE WEB:

Amelia Muccio

Director of Mitigation

Ameila.Muccio

@hagertyconsulting.com  

BRIC Support might include:

ü Project scoping

ü Plan review for project development 

ü Eligibility and feasibility reviews

ü Benefit-Cost Analysis (BCA) 

technical support 

ü BRIC webinars or workshops

ü Technical and qualitative scoring 

rubric support 

ü RFI development and support 

ü Providing personalized technical 

assistance to applicants and sub-

applicants

ü Sub-application development 

and review 

ü FEMA Grant Outcomes (GO) 

system support 

Hagerty Can Help!
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Natural Rain Gardens

Oyster Beds

Green Roofs
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